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TITLE: CHAOS AT THE CAPITOL 
 

 

 

JUNE 1865 AND THERE’S CHAOS AT THE TEXAS CAPITOL. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

JUNE 11, 1865. AUSTIN. WORD OF THE CONFEDERATE SURRENDER HAS REACHED 

TEXAS – THE WAR IS OVER.  

 

TO ESCAPE THE UNION OCCUPATION, CONFEDERATE OFFICIALS FLEE AND CIVIL 

ORDER DISAPPEARS.  SEIZING THE MOMENT, THIEVES BREAK INTO THE STATE 

TREASURY BUILDING.   

 

SOUNDING A CHURCH BELL, CONFEDERATE CAPTAIN GEORGE FREEMAN RALLIES 

VOLUNTEERS TO DEFEND THE TREASURY. A GUNFIGHT ENSUES. 

 

ONE OUTLAW IS KILLED, THE OTHERS ESCAPE TO A NEARBY HIDEOUT WITH $17 

GRAND IN STATE GOLD AND SILVER.  NEITHER THE MEN NOR THE MONEY ARE 

EVER FOUND. 

 

THE TEXAS TREASURY WAS RAIDED 147 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK IN TEXAS 

HISTORY.  

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Cox, "TREASURY ROBBERY," Handbook of Texas Online 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/jct03), accessed May 31, 2012. Published by the Texas State 

Historical Association.   
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